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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 10, 1 1, 14 and 15 as follows: 



1CL (Once amendfed) A method for using a flexible cutting sheet for food 
preparation, comprising the steps of: 

providing a sheet of flexible resilient plastic material having no tendency to curl 
when placed on a flatburface and having a width greater than six inches and 
a length greater than ten inches, said plastic material having hardness 



means and thickness 



means for inhibiting perforation bv a knife when food 



articles are cut upon it 



and said plastic material having flexibility means for 



accommodating flexure of said sheet into arkarcuate trough shape having 



sufficient cantilever oeam strength when flexed around a longitudinal 



centerline and held proximate a first end to support an article spaced at least 
ten inches from said first end weighing s(t least five ounces: 

placing said sheet on a flat surface: 

placing a food article on said sroeet: 

cutting said food article on saidlsheet using a knife to produce cut pieces: 
flexing said sheet to define an arcuate trough shape: 

lifting said sheet in said arcuate trough shape off said flat surface to support said 
cut pieces: and 

funneling said cut pieces off said feheet in said arcuate trough shape. 



1JL (Once amended) A \flexible cutting sheet for food preparation- 
comprising: 

a sheet of flexible resilient plastic material: 

said sheet having means for resisting curling when placed on a flat surface: 
said sheet having a width greater than six inches and a length greater than ten 
inches. 
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said sheet having hardness medns and thickness means for inhibiting perforation 
bv a knife when food articles are cut upon it: and 



said sheet having flexibility meanslfor aci 



arcuate trough shape h avind suffic 



"imodating fl exure of said sheet into an 



lent cantilever beam stren gth when flexed 



around a longitudinal centeriihe anHhel tTproximate a first end to support an 



article spa ced at least ten inches from said first end weighing at least five 
ounces. 
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1iL (Once amendfed) A method for using a flexible sheet for cutting and 
handling food articles thereon, comprising the steps of: 

providing a sheet of flexible , resilient plastic material having lav-flat characteristics. 

a width greater than S inches and a length greater than 10 inches: 
said plastic material having ayRockwell hardness between 72 and 90: 
said plastic material having a thickness between 0.015 inches and 0.030 inches: 
said sheet having sufficient cantilever beam strength when flexed around the 
longitudinal centerline arid held proximate a first end to support an article 
spaced at least 10 inches from said first end and weighing at least 5 ounces: 
placing said sheet on a flat surfa( 
placing a food article on said sheaft 

cutting said food article on said sheet using a Wiife / fo produce cut pieces: 
flexing said sheet to define an arcukte trough shape: 

lifting said sheet in said arcuate troqoh shape off said flat surface to support said 
cut pieces: and 

funnelino said cut pieces off said shefet in said arcuate trough shape. 

UL (Once amended) A method for using a flexible cutting sheet for food 
preparation, comprising the steps of: 
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providing a sheet of olajstic sheet ma terial having a thickness in the range of 0 01 5 
to 0.030 inches dnd a flexural m odulus in the range of 75.000 to 200.000 psi: 
said sheet having a Rockwell hardness in excess of 72: 
Placing said sheet on a flat surfat 
placing a food article on said sHeet: 
cutting said food article ort said sh eet using a knife to produce cut pieces: 
flexing said sheet to define an arcuate trough shape: 

lifting said sheet in said arduate trough shape off said flat surface to support said 
cut pieces: and 

funnelino said cut pieces off said sheet in said arcuate trough shape. 



ePIease add the following new claims. 

Q 



IfL A method for using a flexible sheet for cutting and handling food 
articles thereon, comprising: 

providing a sheet of flexible Resilient plastic material having lay-flat characteristics. 
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a width greater than 6\inches and a length greater than 10 inches: 
said plastic material having aVRockwell hardness between 72 and 90: 
said plastic material having a ftiickness between 0.030 inches and 0.040 inches: 
said sheet having sufficient cantilever Beam strength when flexed around the 



longitudinal centerline arid held p -oximate/a first end to support an article 



oximate/< 

spaced at least 10 inches from said Nfrsfend and weighing at least 5 ounces: 
placing said sheet on a flat surfaae: 
placing a food article on said sheet: 

cutting said food article on said sheet using a knife to produce cut pieces: 
flexing said sheet to define an arcuate trough shape: 

lifting said Sheet in said arcuate trough shape off said flat surface to support said 
cut pieces: and 
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